
 

 

 

 

 
Date:   10-8-20 

To:       KNPS Parents 

From:   Jerrod Wheeler 

Re:       Johnson County Public Health Order Effective 10-12-20 

Dear Parents: 

As shared in previous communications, the district is committed to sharing open and timely communication, 

including developments related to COVID-19. 

Yesterday, the district was notified that the Johnson County Community Health Services Board voted to 

reinstate the Public Health Order, mandating face coverings in public spaces.  This order will go back into effect 

on Monday, October 12.  As a result, the district will return to the protocols which were originally in place 

when we returned to school in August.  In short, students in all buildings will be required to wear masks indoors 

and outdoors when moving about and when they are not able to maintain a physical distance of 6 feet or more 

from all individuals.  A copy of that order is included with this memo. 

We recognize that not all members of our school or community agree with the use of face coverings.  However, 

a recent survey of KNPS employees indicated that nearly 70% are in favor of face coverings, with an additional 

20% having no opinion or being undecided on the use of face coverings.  Only 10% were against.  As a team, 

we will come together to reinstate this mandate, and we respectfully ask for your understanding and cooperation 

once again on this safety protocol.  We also send a sincere thank you to the JCCHS Board for their ongoing 

leadership and decision making during this time. 

While we continue to enjoy the fantastic weather, we know winter is just around the corner.  With that comes 

flu season.  To better prepare for our response, the district has shifted our Head Registered Nurse, Mrs. Janelle 

Crabtree, exclusively to serve as our COVID-19 coordinator.  This position will assist with the internal tracking 

and coordination on positive cases, contact tracing, and communications with parents.  Nurse Crabtree will also 

assume the liaison responsibilities with our local and state health agencies.   

As shared in my last correspondence, the district implemented an online COVID-19 dashboard on our district 

website to keep our parents and community informed of our positive cases and quarantine status.  This 

information is updated each Friday afternoon.  Look for the final update for this week tomorrow.  We are 

pleased that our numbers have significantly improved from last week. 

In related news, I want to send a specific thank you to our parents, grandparents and others who have been 

transporting your students to and from school.  We know the additional traffic and additional required time has 

been a burden.  However, these efforts have been invaluable in allowing the district to enhance safety on its 

buses.  Thank you for your time, efforts, and ongoing focus on safety during arrival and dismissal.  Your 

partnership and patience in this area is sincerely appreciated. 
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As we begin to look toward second semester, please anticipate a survey in mid-November to gather information 

and preferences on your preferred educational format for second semester.  We plan to push this survey back as 

late as we can, to allow you to have as much time and up-to date developments as possible before making that 

decision.  We will follow a similar approach as we did at the start of the year for placement of students, once we 

hear from you.   

Should you have any questions or feedback, please feel free to contact me at 660-563-3186 or via email at 

jwheeler@knr8.net. As always, we thank you for your partnership, collaboration, and communication as we 

move forward during this time. 

  

Very Respectfully, 

   

Jerrod Wheeler 
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